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Student Leaders Forum 2018

The Franschhoek Student Leaders’ Forum, 
comprising the Head Boys and Head Girls from 
Groendal Secondary, Franschhoek High School 
and Bridge House College, are the proud editors 
of the edition of the Franschhoek interschool 
newsletter, The Trumpet. The student leaders 

are very excited to work together in sharing 
positive news from all nine schools in the Valley 
and the Franschhoek Early Child Development 
Forum. The Trumpet is entirely the responsibility 
of the Franschhoek Student Leaders’ Forum, a 
Project of the Bhabhathane Programme. 

What a Wonderful experience !
On 21 March 2018 Bridge House welcomed 

the eager Young Round Square delegates 
from  schools in Cape Town (including 
Bridge House), Johannesburg, Kenya and 
Tanzania. These 12-14 year olds spent the 
next five days engaging with the Round 
Square Ideals;  Internationalism, Democracy, 
Environmentalism, Adventure, Leadership and 
Service.  They participated in  discussions in 
baraza groups, a ‘Soul circus’,  Zumba,  a service 
project and a visit to Spier in Stellenbosch, to 
name a few.  Since  Wonder  was  the theme 
of the  conference, there were  workshops 
and activities such as the Wonder-lympics, 
a Wonder-words talk, Wonder-toons 
and  an  Open  Mic  evening.  The delegates 
embraced the workshops and activities, 
and were not afraid to raise their opinions. They 
used the  opportunities  to connect with 
each other almost immediately. A memorable 

moment  for  most delegates was the visit 
to  Wemmershoek  Primary, where delegates 
read to the grade 3s and played games 
with them using the  donated  books.  As 
a  baraza  leader, I was happy to see such 
a large  and diverse  group of young 
people connecting so easily and openly with 
each other and embracing all the Wonder this 
conference brought! 

Monique Williams (Grade 12)

The smallest things can make 
the biggest difference

The world struggles with two pressing 
problems: poverty and pollution. Many people 
still live in harrowing poor conditions, unable 
to afford or access adequate healthcare 
among other necessities, while the general 
environment breaks down, oceans fill up 
with plastics and the natural wildlife in turn 
ceases. Both of these issues, we see in our 
own community. ‘Bread Tags for Wheelchairs’ 
is a simple yet highl impact project that was 
initiated to tackle both these issues.

 Initiated at Bridge House School by Christiaan 
Cloete with the support of Bridge House’s 
art teacher, Dave Fuller, in 2015, the project 
aims to collect and recycle the valuable 
plastic within bread tags with the hopes of 
raising enough funds to buy a wheel chair. 
The wheelchair is then given to a member in 
the local community who would otherwise 
be unable to afford one. As such, the project 
helps combat the effects of poverty in an 
environmentally sustainable manner.

 After collecting trailer loads of bags filled 
with bread tags and bottle tops from the 
past 2 years, the school was finally able to 
acquire its first wheelchair. It was decided 
that the wheelchair would be given to Jason 
Jeftas, a thirteen-year-old boy living with 
a quadriplegia and cerebral palsy with his 
parents in Mooiwater, Franschhoek. 

In March this year, Bastienne Babl and 
Christiaan Cloete, delivered the much deserved 
wheelchair to Jason. Both the school and the 
Jeftas family were overjoyed for Jason to receive 
his new ‘chariot fit for a king’. As a school we 
hope it serves him well and wish the very best 
for him and his family. We would like to thank all 
who participated in this project and look forward 
to continuing to work together onwards.

Bridge House School aims to continue the 
‘Bread Tags for Wheelchairs’ drive, as well as 
take part in many newer projects in an effort to 
uplift, sustain, care and serve for the wellbeing 
of our planet and people.  

Bastienne Babl and Christiaan Cloete 

Dalubhule Primary makes 
a positive contribution  
to the water crisis

During the first term two teachers, Messrs 
Qobongwana and Masiza together with the 
Well-being Team at the School took the 
lead in an environmental and water saving 
campaign. Their positive efforts are making a 
contribution to solving the water crisis in the 
Western Cape. The campaign involved:
• The learners designing beautiful posters to 

raise awareness on water issues;
• All the learners from Grade 1 – 7 as well as 

their teachers getting stuck in and cleaning the 
School environment during their lunch breaks;

• Erecting a water tank, donated by 

L’Ormarins, to store water in the event of Day 
Zero materialising;

• Getting parents and community members, 
together with Franco, to actively clean up and 
maintain the river running through Langrug 

• Establishing an environmental committee of 
teachers, learners, parents and community 
members to take care of all issues relating 
to water and the school environment.

Well done teachers, parents, learners and 
community members for making such a positive 
contribution to conserving our environment!  

N.K Magcaba

What do 9 principals and the chairperson of an ECD forum have in common?
The answer is an overwhelming passion 

to see every child in our Valley succeed 
and become a contributing member of our 
community and the global space.  

All the Principals and the Chairperson of the 
FECDF are members of the Bhabhathane 
Programme Board. They have been meeting 
together since 2012 and continue to do so on 
a monthly basis. They discuss strategy, provide 
examples of good practice from their own 
schools to encourage their peers, exercise their 

concern for the safety of the 5 500 learners in the 
Valley and support education transformation 
across the schools. 

The Bhabhathane Programme was 
established in 2012 and has been fully 
operational since late 2014. A current focus 
area for Principals is enhancing their own 
leadership capacity but extending the 
leadership role to the members of their 
management teams. This includes harnessing 
the energy of their teaching staff to deliver 

a transformational curriculum.  A 30-strong 
Project Committee, comprised of teachers 
from all nine schools has been shaping and 
implementing a Teacher Enrichment Project 
which addresses the needs of the teachers 
per Phase.  The Learner Enrichment Project is 
evolving through a process of addressing the 
academic but also social and cultural needs of 
the learners in the Valley.

All the Bhabhathane Programme activities are 
underpinned by a thriving Franschhoek ECD 

sector who are competently guided and led 
by members of the Franschhoek ECD Forum. 
The Franschhoek ECD community continually 
strives to lay strong foundations in Literacy and 
Numeracy so that all children in the Valley can 
continue to thrive.  

Education across the Valley is only as strong 
as its weakest link – let’s strengthen the 
Bhabhathane chain by supporting each school 
to reach its potential!  

Lynn Campbell

 

ECD Forum interview with 
Chairperson, Patricia Mntuyedwa 

Tell me about the Franschhoek Early 
Childhood Development Forum, who 
are you and what do you do:

We are a registered Non-profit 
Organisation made up of 19 Principals 
of Early Childhood Development 
Centres in the Franschhoek Valley. 
We are committed to the educational 
well-being and development of all 
pre-school children (0-6 years old). In addition, 
some of our members provide aftercare 
services for children up to the age of 14 years. 

Why is it important for children to have a 
quality ECD experience?

I believe, children will benefit as they will 
develop holistically and be ready for formal 
schooling. Our ECD Centres prepare children 
emotionally and socially for a world outside 
of the Franschhoek Valley.

What is the Forum’s plan to bring schools 
and ECD Centres together?

I attend and participate in the monthly 
Bhabhathane Programme Board meetings with 
all the Principals of the schools in the Franschhoek 

Valley. The Forum is working towards 
quarterly meetings with Grade 1 
teachers at each of the schools.

What plans does the Forum have 
to involve parents in the early 
education of their children?

Currently the Forum has three 
members who are busy with a Word 
Works training programme. The 

programme focuses on early literacy and builds 
co-operation between families and schools. The 
three members will be training their peers who in 
turn, will be able to implement the Word Works 
programme in their own Centres. 

What is your dream for the Forum?
I want the Forum to become stronger and 

more independent. My dream is to have all 
24 ECD Centres in Franschhoek becoming 
members of the Forum. I would like to see 
Principals who are bold and courageous; 
who stand up and are present. My goal is to 
see all the ECD centres in safe surroundings 
with enough indoor and outdoor space. 

Emmalene Ravell



Human rights 
campaign:
I have the right 2!

Six Grade 12 students took the stage of 
Franchhoek High School and took over assembly. 

Just the day before Human Rights Day, they 
started off with a dramatic entrance that rose 
eyebrows as they walked with their posters 
and then delivered an enlightening speech 
about the rights and responsibilities of the 
youth. They ended off their message with an 
inspiring song about peace and love. 

It clearly shows that it’s never too early or too 
late to learn about your rights. 

Luvo A. Gcuku
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Franschhoek High School Grade 
8 learners whisked away out of 
their comfort zones!

On the  16th of February  till the 18th, the 
Grade 8 learners were whisked away for the 
weekend to a getaway from the outside world. 

Forced to be with minimum technology for 
the next three days, they started to get to 
know each other and soon realised they were 

stuck with one another for the next five years. 
This wonderful adventure took place on a 

campsite near Bonnievale with its beautiful 
scenery to awe the children as they lived 
outside their comfort zones.  

Luvo A. Gcuku

Left to right: Luvo Gcuku, Zenande 

Tunguntwana, Sibusiso Mpongo, Claudia 

Carelse, Zhané Aries and Meagan Leibrandt.

Word Riders – Bible distribution 
at Groendal Primary

On Monday 16 April, a group of motorcycle 
enthusiasts from all over the country visited 
Groendal Primary. They handed over Bibles to 
each of the 136 Grade 7 learners at the School. The 
group of motorcyclists, known as the Word Riders, 
comes to distribute Bibles to the learners every 
year. Word Riders are a Bible Society of South 
Africa’s outreach mission to make affordable 
Bibles readily available. In addition to handing over 
the Outreach Bibles, the motorcyclists talked to 
the learners and shared how to read the Bible.  

Monica Paulse

Environmental care month

For the month of March 2018, Groendal 
Secondary in co – operation with other schools 
in the village celebrated Environmental Care 
Month, where they cleaned the school’s 
premises and created awareness to take care 
of their environment. This forms part of the 
Wellbeing Initiative projects which aims to 

enhance the wellbeing of learners, teachers 
and parents. All learners took part in this 
initiative and enjoyed it thoroughly. Learners 
now understand that a clean and safe place 
enhances a better learning environment. 

Evan Papier (Groendal Secondary School - 
Wellness Coordinator)

Joining the Grade 11B learners is the Head Girl, Nakisha Carolus and Head Boy, Bradley Cloete.

You’re never too old  
or too young to learn

On 16 February, The Kusasa Project held its 
very first Grandma and Grandpa Day. The day 
was initiated by the Head of School, Marie Louise 
Raymond, and fully supported by the staff. 

Learners were “adopted” by other 
grandparents if their own could not attend.  We 
were surprised to see how many grandparents 
were willing to adopt children. 

The grandparents came with picnic baskets filled 
with delicious food, camping chairs and blankets 
and spent the day on our playground with their 
grandchildren. It was a wonderful morning filled 
with lots of laughter and smiles and even some 
dancing.  This memorable day was enjoyed by 
both grandparents and children alike.

 The day was not only about the fun but also 
to teach the children to be grateful for their 
grandparents and to appreciate them. The 
children even made little gifts that they handed 
out on the day.  Here at The Kusasa Project we 
promote parent and family involvement and 
by having this event we once again see the 
importance of family support in a child’s life.  It 
was also an opportunity for the grandparents to 

see the school and some of the grandparents 
even came from far to attend this day. 

We were blown away by the attendance 
and enthusiasm of the grandparents and 
appreciate all they do for their children. We 
look forward to another Grandparents’ Day 
next year as it will become an annual event at 
The Kusasa Project. 

Mariska Samuels

Dreaming Big

The more you see yourself as something 
bigger than yourself, the more energy you will 
have. Norman Vincent Peale

The Project Committee of the Bhabhathane 
Teacher Enrichment Project exemplifies this as 
its members meet monthly to “dream big” and 
bring about constructive projects, with a view to 
uplifting education and empowering teachers 
across all nine schools in the Franschhoek Valley. 

The Committee comprises a spectrum of 
committed professionals from the Valley schools 

who focus on uplifting literacy and numeracy in 
our children, and on improving retention levels 
through skill development in our young people. 

Numerous exciting projects have been 
launched and many more are in the planning 
stages as committee members continue to 
collaborate and “dream big”.

Watch this space to see how our teachers 
encourage learners, across the Valley, to 
reach their potential. 

Jenny Wright

Meet the Prefects of 
Wemmershoek Primary for 2018!

From left Deputy Head Boy Kurt Thesen, Head Boy Clydio Jantjies,  

Head Girl Courtney De Wee and Deputy Head Girl Zeta Hoffman

Akhanya Mvikweni kicks Wes-Eind Primary  
into the International Arena

Wes-Eind Primary is very proud of Akhanya 
Mvikweni, a Grade 5 learner who is a member 
of the Kusasa Stars soccer team taking part 
in the Gothia World Youth Cup Tournament in 
Sweden in July.

Akhanya, who lives in Langrug, is not only a 
very skilful soccer player but also an 80-meter 

athlete. He is disciplined and committed and 
a shining example of how practice and hard 
work pays off in the long run.

Wes-Eind Primary applauds and thanks 
Mr George Frett (Fundraiser and Tourleader) 
local organisations SCORE, Hope Through 
Action and the Kusasa Project for sponsoring 

learners like Akhanya who are now able to 
realise their hopes and dreams. 

Well done Akhanya! Fly the Wes-Eind 
Primary and South African flag high at the 
tournament in Sweden. 

Wes-Eind Primary Staff


